
 

Niles Community Schools  
Niles High School 
 
June 5, 2020 
 
Dear Seniors and Parents: 
 
There has been nothing easy about the end of the school year for any of us. We first want to say thank you to all 
of you for finishing the year strong and for all your patience with school leaders as we worked through the 
sometimes hourly changes of information that impacted all of us, but particularly the senior class.  
 
We are pleased to report that the senior class is very close to 100% completion of the coursework needed to earn 
a 2020 high school diploma. That is 178 graduates.  Remember that goal from our first letter?  For all the various 
issues facing our students and their families, we could not be happier with your response.  For some it was easy; 
for others, it was incredibly difficult. The end result is the same:  a high school diploma. 
 

And we now have some final commencement celebration plans!  
 

Graduating from high school is an important rite of passage for students, and we want to do some sort of 
celebration that the students will remember forever. Unfortunately, our “normal” is not possible, which is very 
disappointing as we have a great ceremony each year.  For this unique year, we sought input from each senior 
through two seniors surveys and have met with senior class officers and the advisor. We also sought input from 
local law enforcement officials because our guiding document is and will be executive orders from the Governor’s 
office.   We must and will follow all government issued orders, recommendations, and guidelines.  
 
Our question to senior class officers, and for our surveys,  was to determine what the majority of seniors wanted 
to do. While we often and traditionally think of a normal graduation as a “family” affair, our seniors recognized that 
their goal for this unusual circumstance is to be “together.”   They  understand that this is not a normal ceremony 
and decided to embrace it as much as possible just to ensure they are “together.”   It’s important that parents 
know that this is what guided our discussions.   We discussed so many options including parades, drive thru, drive 
in, by appointment, or just virtual.  Nothing was off the table that was reasonable and appropriate.  
 
What follows is our plan.  We have many details to work out, and some will not be finalized until the last minute as 
new executive orders come out.  You will see that we must have some more lifting of gathering restrictions for our 
preferred plans to work, but we even have a back up plan if that doesn’t happen.  
 

1. Commencement Celebration will be on July 16th at the high school stadium for all graduating 
class members. Right now the time is 7:00 PM.  This is a private event for seniors only. The number of 
guests per senior could range from zero to whatever the current gathering restrictions will allow.  We will 
not violate orders even if other schools in the state do so.   To show you how complicated this is, we could 
not do an event if it was held on June 2. Right now, gathering orders only allow 100 people in any sort of 

 



outside event, with 10 people as the limit for inside.  We have 178 seniors, so we are hopeful that order 
will be lifted to at least allow 200 people, which would account for the seniors and school personnel.  We 
will follow all social distancing requirements, and students will agree to wear masks if we determine we 
must do that.   Many details will be forthcoming.  

 
2. Parents, if not allowed in the stadium because of guest restrictions, will be able to watch the 

ceremony on a streaming service like Facebook Live.   We discussed the implications of their choices 
with senior officers, and they understand this.  Again, their desire to be together one last time is driving our 
celebration.  They reminded us that there is nothing normal about this.  
 

3. If there is a weather issue, we will move the seniors into the auditorium.  All other restrictions apply. 
We are measuring to make sure we will be able to appropriately socially distance.  We are also discussing 
the need for masks.  A concern for this plan is guests may not be able to come in as we are not sure there 
is room inside that might have been allowed outside, so the streaming part would then be the parent 
access.   We need good vibes for sunshine! 
 

4. If the Governor does not lift the order to allow 200 or more people to gather, we have decided to do 
a Commencement Parade on July 16th.  This will allow seniors to get their diplomas from their cars with 
a parent driving.   Diplomas will be distributed via the drive thru part of the event and the parade will leave 
from Niles High School and will follow a published route.  More details will be forthcoming as we confer 
with local law enforcement.  
 

5. Virtual Ceremony:  In all scenarios, we have been busy building a virtual ceremony package.  This will be 
available to all parents and students after July 16th.  (By the way, if your senior has not turned in his/her 
photo, we need it sent to angie.marciniak@nilesschools.org if the student wants to be included.) 
 

While this is not a perfect plan, we believe we have met the wishes of the large majority of our seniors.  We also 
know that some will be discouraged that a traditional ceremony can’t be held.  We hope the resiliency of our 
student body that has gotten us through this crisis will again be something that brings them through any 
disappointment. Our seniors understand that this is just an hour in their lives that will not diminish their 
accomplishments nor define their future.  We hope that our various events we did to recognize and celebrate our 
seniors will take some of the sting out of that loss of a traditional ceremony. 
 
You will receive more information on the event as soon as details are decided, but we wanted to let you know so 
you can plan for your families.  Now that we have a vision, the details need to be hammered out.  The only thing 
that might possibly change this plan is that we go backwards in social distancing orders and are not allowed to 
leave our homes for some reason.  The Parade Celebration should work if orders remain the same or in almost all 
other circumstances that we may face.  

 
We will follow up in writing for specific details but our Facebook page and our school website continue to be a 
good resource.  We do believe (hope) sometime before July 4th we will know more about gathering limits from the 
Governor.   Until then, we may not be able to decide anything specific, other than what we have shared here.   We 
have enclosed a quick reference sheet to hang on your refrigerators to remind you of this very important 
celebration!  
 
Sincerely,  

 
The Niles High School Administrative Team 

mailto:angie.marciniak@nilesschools.org


 
 

Quick Reference 
 
 

Plan A: 
Commencement Celebration  July 16th 7:00 PM Viking Stadium 

● The number of guests, if any, will be determined by the number of graduates 
and Governor’s orders. 

● Inclement weather will move celebration into the high school auditorium; there 
will be no capacity for guests if that is the scenario. 

● The event will be streamed live on social media, most likely Facebook Live.  
● Student report times, tickets, etc, will be shared later.  

Plan B: 
Celebration Parade   July 16th 7:00 Niles High School Student Parking Lot 

● Students will receive their diplomas as they “drive through” to enter the 
parade. 

● Parade will be a set route through town and will end at a determined location.  
● Student report times and guidelines will be shared later.  

Plan C: 
Virtual Ceremony   (this is a given) 

● The virtual ceremony will be released through social media upon completion and 
will feature a variety of things, including the Commencement Celebration or 
Celebration Parade, if possible.  

 
 
Further details will be sent via social media and mail as soon as we know.  
 
If your senior is not going to be participating in the celebration, he/she may make 
arrangements to pick up the official diploma by calling Niles High School for an 
appointment.    Students who are participating in the ceremony will not receive their 
diploma until July 16th. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


